
The Human Disease Project 
 

Objective 
 

You have recently graduated from college and have just landed your first fulltime 
job! Thanks to your extensive science background, you have been hired as a Youth 
Educator by the Toronto Health Organization (THO). Your position requires you to 
research diseases that affect members of the community and present your work to 
students within the Toronto District School Board. 
 

Task 
 

Your supervisors at the Toronto Health Organization, Drs. Cioppa, Flynn, Harrington 
and Tiboldo, have just given your group your first assignment: 
 

On Thursday April 17th, you will visit the seventh grade Life Science classrooms at 
West Hill Middle School and speak to the students about a disease that affects the 

human body. 
 

Your supervisors will allow you to choose which disease you will present from a list - 
the disease that you select may be one that is present among the community of 
Toronto, or possibly found within some of the families of the students whom you will 
be presenting to. Either way, your supervisors have high expectations for your group: 
 
• Your presentation should be informative 
• You should present your material in a manner that 13 - 14 year olds can 

understand 
• Your presentation should be interesting and hold the attention of your middle 

school audience 
• You must leave informative material behind with the students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Process 
 
Drs. Cioppa, Flynn, Harrington and Tiboldo are allowing you to choose how you wish 
to present the 7th grade Life Science students with the information on your human 
sisease. Though you must orally present what you have researched, you are also 
required to leave informative material behind for the students to review later. Your 
supervisors present you with four options: 
 

1. Tri-Fold 
2. Brochure 
3. PowerPoint 
4. Presentation Poster Written Report 

 
 

Each option must include the following information about your disease: 
 

• A basic description of the disease 

• A brief history of the disease 

• Age group/gender/cultural group most affected by this disease 

• The symptoms of the disease 

• How the body is affected by the disease 

• Cures or treatments for the disease 

• What causes the disease (how can a person get it) 

• How a person's daily life is affected by the disease 

• Number of Americans affected by the disease 

 
You will be required to complete a research organizer to record the information that 
you have collected. 
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